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March 2018

Vice President Dave Bartlett opened the June meeting with announcements and
Show and Tell. The July meeting will be an ice cream and dessert party with

Chapter Meetings:
First Thursday of every month, 7-9 pm.
NEW address.

We’ve MOVED across the
drive and around the corner
to the East on the back of
the building (Northeast
Corner) We’re south of Zona Rosa
just off NW Prairie View Rd., just east
of the N-S drive beside the barber shop.

Show and Tell showing your Skew Chisel turnings made only with a Skew
Chisel. After Show and Tell Mel Bryan demonstrated what can be done with a
skew chisel and explained some of the nomenclature and procedures as he turned
a variety of items.

Coming Attractions

Show and Tell

Newsletters on the Chapter Website:
http://northlandwoodturners-kc.com

Event Information:
.Bring your favorite DESSERTPie, Cake, Cookies, Pudding,
Fruit, etc. and we’ll provide the
ice cream.
ALSO, bring your sample of a
SKEW CHISEL TURNING using
ONLY a skew chisel.

Mikeal Jones brought a shop-made ball sander for finishing the bottom of the Spalted Maple
vase shown above. He also brought some tools used to turn the vase. See page 2.
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Tooling and pen kit used for making a pen on the lathe. The tools above are used in turning the pens.

Program Highlights
Mel Bryan was the featured program person for June. The Skew Chisel was the topic and was used for demonstrating
how many ways a turning can be made using JUST a Skew Chisel. Several skew chisels were used by Mel during his
program. The pictures below and on following pages highlight how he demonstrated the use of skew chisels in wood
turning.
Using his “giant” Skew, Mel explained the angles used for the sharpened edge as well as
the slant to the cutting edge. Surprisingly, a skew does NOT need to have an angled cutting
edge to be considered a skew chisel. The most important point made by Mel was the need
to “ride on top and ‘shave’ the
cut”. This uses the lower side of
the cutting edge (heel) to slide
on the turned piece and the
sharp edge to cut like a knife
instead of gouging the wood off.
This provides a much smoother
cut and eliminates, at times, any
sanding of the surface.
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These pictures show the same turning—end on left finished by scraping; either a gouge or a skew chisel. Surface on
the right finished using a “skew cut” just below center so the chisel doesn’t grab or bite into the end grain. Notice the
flaw on the back side of the turning. Both pieces are at the relatively same position (note the marking near the live
center and the dark spot on the back side of the turning). For more details see Allan Batty’s video on woodturning using a skew
chisel.

Check the smoothness of the cylindrical part and the
sharpness of the cuts into the square end. Sharp tools are a
must when using a skew chisel.
Layout for making beads is
simple. Use the angled
point (toe) of the skew
chisel to cut into the wood.
Equal spacing helps to
make the beads uniform
and easier to finish.

Next, Mel used the skew to form a thin
washer and separated it from the rest of the
spindle. Again, SHARP tools are important
for quality turning results.

After cutting the washer loose, he laid out
beads on the tailstock end of the spindle.
Again, only the skew chisel was used to
perform these cuts.
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Check the smoothness of these beads WITHOUT sanding of any kind. (could be the skill of the operator too!!)

To finish the tailstock end of the turning, Mel turned a concave area between the end and the last cut made previously. Remembering the key
to skew turning is to begin on the “heel” of the blade and rock up into the wood to allow the knife cut or sliding cut while the bevel of the
grind rides on the wood. Practice, Practice, Practice is the key to using the skew chisel. References to Allan Batty were made several times
by Mel as he progressed through the sample piece.

Mel’s final demo was to “duplicate” an existing turning using just the skew chisel. After beginning the layout and turning the beads and
coves (see sample below), vees and getting the layout as close as possible, the end result was passed around. (see above right) Original is at
top with duplicate at bottom. Not bad for 10-15 minutes in a demo situation.

Sample picture at left taken from

“Tips for better spindle turning”

https://www.woodmagazine.com/woodworking-plans/lathe-and-turning/tips-for-better-spindle-turning

Next meeting bring YOUR samples turned with ONLY the SKEW CHISEL and SHOW and TELL!!
I Dare YOU!!
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Damage Control Plugs
Thanks to everyone who’s helped with
our plug orders. Our inventory is getting
low so we will be asking for help getting
restocked. There will be boxes of blanks
at the next meeting. Please consider
taking a box home and turning them by
the following meeting. Here’s a table with
the plug dimensions for reference.

Plug

It’s also on the CLUB NEWS tab of the
club website at
http://www.northlandwoodturnerskc.com/

Lg Dia

Length

Sm Dia

#1

1 1/2

7

5/8

#2

2 1/4

4

1 1/4

#3

3 1/4

3 1/2

2 1/8

#4

4 1/4

5 3/4

2 3/4

#5

6 1/2

6

4 3/4

REMINDER:
The annual dues for 2018 are $10.
Checks can be made payable to
Sales@SchutteLumber.Com
816-892-3398 Phone

Northland Woodturners.

816-753-0250 Fax
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